Narional Organic Standards Board
Cio Agthar Neib

Room 4008--South Building

1306 Independence Avenne-SW
Washington, DC. 202380001

Re. Support of the NOSE s drafl pasture guidance document

Dear NOSE Members,

i am writing to express fill suppont for the NOSB s draft guidance document regarding pasture
requirements for the National Organic Program. [ have the expecration that the USDA organic sesl
represents the fae meamag of “organi™ which inclodes pasturing of animals a8 reguired by ihe USDA
National Organis Progeamn Slandards,

[ request that the NOSB approve the draf¥ pasture guidance dotument as written including:
“Rominant vestock shall graze pasture during the months of the vear whon pasturs can provide edible
forage. The Chreanic Ywstem Plan shail fave the goal af pmvm'h’gr grozed feed greatar thon 302 dry
matter intake on g daily bags during the growing season bur not less tha 120 devs. The Organic System
Pian shall include 4 timeline showing how the prods et will satisty the goal & mravimice the pastong
somponent of iolal feed vsed in the farm systes

Lack of enforcement, on some operations, of the current Rule requirement for the pasturing of pumningnis,
including lactatzng dairy cows, has led to the necessity for the inclusion of the dbove numerical standards
i the gusdance docwmend. Without clear, definitive wordimg. the intent of the Rule, with regands 10
pasture, will conlinue 16 be disregarded by some, This warding pives ceniifiers an explicit nuininmum
amonnt of grazing infake and menimum aHowable gr‘mn season that wall serve as a clear-cot
trigger/wmde in their certafication process, o o :

1 ﬁrm %mh eve requiring azgnm:,am pasture inwke for rummdma. a5 this document p;OmOluH Fpeseis
a sustainable a gricultural system, providing multipie benefits 1o the animals, environment and the
consuners of orpame pmdmt‘-

Providing cows with access fo pasture assures that orgasic principles ars being met, with an inierrelsicd
systern between the animals aud the land, working frons the soif up 0 promote aa inferdependent
commninity. Pasture provides benefits 1o cows thal inchde impeoved footend leg strength, reduced
breoding problems, less stress, Tower culling sales, and enhanced immenity, Ruminanes with access to
pasture helprensure an organic production systemn that provides living conditiens that allow animals to
satisfy therr natwral behavior patterns, provides tic animals with preventative health care benefits, and
ynproves hummand andisa care and their welfare,

TFhese benefits are passed down 1o cotsumers throwgh more metritious milk. A recent study conducted by
the Danish Institute of Agricultural Research tested milk from cows farmed organically and found that it
was 0% higher in Vitamin E, 75% higher in beta carotene and higher in omega 3 sssential 13’m avids
than comyv umu;ma it "! hig spudy tied thes (wahm,ﬁ m ﬂrﬂamc COWS }mvmu room to graze and 2 diet
Riph in fru&a LEASS And dmea‘, .maE fornge

Allowwi cows 50 0 !o their L..d rather than bnnm.n.;. feed o {he cows Subsi: misdii' pedoes the use of
T TeIRew: o8 and meachinery reguired for feed transportation and coological s recveling,
Riasp::w‘:ib‘t a:,itm gn:n'mum-uri of quality pasture is an excellent way to impreve soil guality, Carefnd
IETREE el of pa‘itur grsuTes waximmn utilizaiion and capture of selar energy, e basis of growing
food.

i

i support the NOSE pasture puidance document and thank vou for inclading clear. definitive minimums.
The srandards for organde farms and food marketed onder ﬂlﬂ UBDA organic seal must not be
compramisad.
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